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Stop giving “lip service” only; get involved.

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.”
EPHESIANS 6:1 (KJ)

“Children, obey your parents in all things:
for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.”
COLOSSIANS 3:20 (KJ)

hat was it? You just gave yourself lip service. Example: Let's say

a child disrespects a parent. The parent who is the victim walks out

of the picture. The child said something wrong. In the absence of
the “victim” parent, the “authority” parent, the parent in authority says to
the child, “What you said was wrong. And please refrain from like actions.”
“‘Okay,” is the reply.

What happened here? The child acted inappropriately. The “authority”
parent noted it (the inappropriate behavior), then commented on it. The
“disobedient” child acknowledged the statement. The child left the room.
Nothing happened here but the exchange of words and a teenage “hoky-
doke” (take any advantage of a person or situation). No discipline—no
exercise of authority happened here—only “lip service.”

The parent only acknowledged an inappropriate behavior. Then there was
agreement that the behavior was inappropriate. The “authority” parent
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gave himself or herself “ear candy” (saying something that sounds good
but has no real teeth). Otherwise known as “talking just to hear yourself
speak.” They are just going through the motions of parenting without this:

1. Say action is wrong, explain why and explain future
consequences of such action, while considering present action
(hear: disciple) now. And let the child know.

2. Have the “disobedient” child apologize to the “victim” parent. This
helps the child develop character and helps build relationship.

3. Should the behavior and similar behavior show up again, then
you, the parent have a plan. The child knows the consequences.
What needs to happen is, if the behavior shows up again—handle
it appropriately with a “discussed” action plan.

It is important not to do something just for the sake of doing it. Understand
the “why” of doing it. Doing things without knowing the “why,” the purpose
or direction is akin to the “blind following the blind.” Know why your family
members and society have you doing what you do. Is it godly? Is it
ungodly? When we understand the “why,” we have an opportunity not to
miss out on the “zest of life” which resides in each action, thought,
purpose, friend, family, and . You fill in the blank.

KNOW THE “WHY” OF CHRIST
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